 

FORT HOOD MEMORIAL DEDICATION

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me”. Isaiah 6:8

5 November 2009 is a day that will live in infamy for the people of the United States of America and all branches of the Armed Forces. At 1:34 PM at Building 42003 on that fateful day, a US Army major and psychiatrist opened fire in the Soldier Readiness Processing Center, gunning down 43 defenseless Soldiers readying for or returning from wartime deployments, and one civilian physician’s assistant, a retired Army warrant officer. Thirteen innocents lost their lives, many of them charging the shooter to spare their fellow Soldiers and civilians, sustaining mortal wounds in the process of their heroic deeds. 
Eyewitness statements indicate that after pausing to bow his head, the shooter, armed with an FN 5-7 pistol and a Smith and Wesson .357 magnum revolver, stood up, suddenly shouting, “Allahu Akbar!” (God is great), seconds before spraying a hail of bullets throughout the room and before taking direct aim at Soldiers in uniform, one a pregnant Soldier who pleaded for the life of her unborn child. In the ten minutes following and without regard for their own safety, dozens of Soldiers rushed to save the lives of the fallen and to remove them from harm’s way. 



The shooter continuously reloaded his weapons as Soldiers dropped to the floor, desperately trying to escape, as he fired on them repeatedly; his goal to kill as many Soldiers as possible in support of his Islamic militant brothers. The systematic manner in which he attacked, maimed, and killed his fellow Soldiers personified what is considered true evil by the multitude of victims of these cold-blooded, vile acts of violence and hatred. 
As the rampage continued outside the building, medical personnel dashed into the building 42003, secured the doors with a belt, and began rendering emergency medical treatment to the wounded and dying. Because the floors were covered with the blood of so many fallen Soldiers, it became impossible to reach many of them in time. As the shooter continued to fire at fleeing Soldiers outside the building, he was confronted by civilian police officer, SGT. Kimberly Munley, exchanging gunfire with her and striking her in the thigh and femur. As she fell to the ground, her weapon reportedly jammed and the shooter kicked it from her grasp. (We need to verify accuracy of these statements and the actions of each of these police officers.) The shooter then encountered civilian police officer Mark Todd, who demanded that the shooter surrender, the exchange of gunfire unceasing. Firing five times at the shooter resulting in serious injuries, Officer Todd kicked the pistol from his hands, handcuffing him as he lost consciousness. 
During the course of the deadliest mass murder on any military installation on American soil in US history, a combined total of 


214 rounds were fired by the shooter and civilian police officers, who rushed to the scene, including 146 shell casings found inside the building and 68 in the area surrounding the SRP (Soldier Readiness Processing Center) Complex. (We need to verify this, as well as which of the shooter’s weapons had laser sights.) When the massacre ended, medics retrieved 177 rounds of ammunition from the magazine-filled pockets of the shooter in both 20 and 30-round magazines. 
As a result of a gunshot wound to the spine, the shooter is now a paraplegic. He was convicted of 13 counts of premeditated murder and 32 counts of attempted premeditated murder with a unanimous verdict by military court martial on 28 August 2013. The death sentence was handed down after less than two hours of deliberations by a panel of thirteen senior military officers. He will be the first active duty Service Member to be executed since 1961. Many lives have been shattered by the actions of this madman, to include the wounded, the families of the deceased, and those survivors that witnessed the horror of his acts, powerless to prevent them.
At the time of the dedication of the Fort Hood Memorial, the Department of Defense and federal law enforcement agencies have continued to classify the Fort Hood Massacre of 2009 an act of workplace violence by a disgruntled employee. The Government of the United States (Do we know specifically WHO or what agencies here?? This is too vague.) has denied all requests



by the survivors and the family members of the slain to reclassify this mass execution as a terrorist act. Families also filed suit against the government in November of 2011, charging willful negligence in preventing the acts of the shooter for reasons of political correctness and compelling this reclassification as an unmistakable act of terrorism. In addition, on 5 November 2012, a wrongful death suit was filed against the US Government, the shooter, and the estate of Anwar al-Awlaki by 148 plaintiffs, including the victims of the massacre and their families, alleging violations of due process, intentional misrepresentation, assault and battery, gross negligence, and civil conspiracy. Al-Awlaki, considered a clear security threat to the United States by the FBI and the subject of several investigations by the Joint Terrorism Task Force because of his involvement in operational planning for the Islamic militant group, al Qaeda, had supported the shooter for his personal jihad against American Soldiers and blessed his acts against such military targets. The necessity of such legal proceedings has become a dagger to the souls of the victims of this rampage, as well as the grieving survivors and their loved ones, compiling accumulating trauma and woundings stemming from this mass murder.
While the aforementioned legal actions are essential, let us never forget the enormously tragic toll that has transpired. As a result of this massacre, 12 Soldiers, one Army retiree, and one unborn child lost their lives. Eleven of these Soldiers died at the scene, two dying in the hours following the incident. A total of 33


Soldiers were wounded, including the shooter (Can we eliminate the shooter and leave it at 32?). The chaos and carnage that marked this rampage will reside, for eternity, in the souls of the wounded, the survivors, the family members, and the loved ones of the many lives so tragically and unnecessarily lost. And yet,   in the recounting of this dreadful tragedy, let us never diminish or forget the gallantry, the courage, the strength of character, and the sacrifices, the valor, the heroism under fire of the survivors and of those whose lives were taken too soon. We must remember them with great pride and deference for all time, now and forevermore.

Fatalities
Name
Age
Hometown
Rank/occupation
Notes
Michael Grant Cahill[68]
62
Spokane, Washington
Civilian Physician Assistant
Shot while trying to charge the shooter[51]
Libardo Eduardo Caraveo[69]
52
Woodbridge, Virginia
Major
LOCATION OF WOUNDS??
Justin Michael DeCrow[70][71]
32
Plymouth, Indiana
Staff Sergeant
Shot in the chest
John P. Gaffaney[72]
56
San Diego, California
Captain[73]
Shot while trying to charge the shooter[27]
Frederick Greene[68]
29
Mountain City, Tennessee
Specialist
Shot while trying to charge the shooter[74]
Jason Dean Hunt[68][75]
22
Tipton, Oklahoma
Specialist
Shot in the back
Amy Sue Krueger[68][76]
29
Kiel, Wisconsin
Staff Sergeant
Shot in the chest
Aaron Thomas Nemelka[68][77]
19
West Jordan, Utah
Private First Class
Shot in the chest
Michael S. Pearson[68][78]
22
Bolingbrook, Illinois
Private First Class
Shot in the chest
Russell Gilbert Seager[79]
51
Racine, Wisconsin
Captain[80]
LOCATION OF WOUNDS??
Francheska Velez[76][81]
21
Chicago, Illinois
Private First Class
Shot in the chest. Was pregnant when killed, and the baby also died.[82]
Juanita L. Warman[79][83]
55
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Lieutenant Colonel[84]
Shot in the abdomen
Kham See Xiong[68][85]
23
Saint Paul, Minnesota
Private First Class
Shot in the head













Gunshot Wounds
The following people suffered gunshot wounds and survived:
Count
Name
Rank/occupation
Notes
1
James Armstrong[86][87]:60, ¶129
Specialist
Shot in the leg
2
Patrick Blue III[88]
Sergeant
Not shot, but hit in the side by bullet fragments
3
Keara Bono Torkelson[89][90]
Specialist
Shot in the shoulder and grazed in the head
4
Logan M. Burnett[87]:61, ¶131 [88]
Specialist
Shot in the hip, left elbow, and hand
5
Alan Carroll[91]
Specialist
Shot in the upper right arm, right bicep, left side of back, and left leg
6
Dorothy Carskadon[87]:61, ¶132 [88]
Captain
Shot in the leg, hip, and stomach, and grazed on the forehead; permanently disabled.
7
Joy Clark[92]
Staff Sergeant
Shot in the forearm
8
Matthew D. Cooke[87]:62, ¶133[93]
Specialist
LOCATION OF WOUNDS??
9
Chad Davis[94]
Staff Sergeant
Shot in the shoulder
10
Mick Engnehl[87]:62, ¶134[95]
Private
Shot in the shoulder and grazed in the neck
11
Joseph T. Foster[87]:63, ¶135[96]
Private
Shot in the hip
12
Amber Gadlin (formerly Amber Bahr)[86][87]:63, ¶136[97]
Private
LOCATION OF WOUNDS?
13
Nathan Hewitt[87]:63, ¶137[88]
Sergeant
Shot twice in the leg
14
Alvin Howard[86]
Sergeant
Shot in the left shoulder
15
Najee M. Hull[87]:63, ¶138[91]
Private
Shot once in the knee and twice in the back
16
Eric Williams Jackson[98]
Staff Sergeant
Shot in the right arm
17
Justin T. Johnson[87]:64, ¶139[99]
Private
Shot once in the foot and twice in the back
18
Alonzo M. Lunsford, Jr[86][100]
Staff Sergeant
Grazed in the head, and shot twice in the stomach

19
Shawn N. Manning[87]:63, ¶141[101]
Staff Sergeant
Grazed in the lower right side, and shot in the left upper chest, left back, lower right thigh, upper right thigh, and right foot
20
Paul Martin[92]
Staff Sergeant
Shot in the arm, leg, and back
21
Brandy Mason[91]
2nd Lieutenant
Shot in the hip
22
Grant Moxon[88]
Specialist
Shot in the leg
23
Kimberly Munley[87]:72, ¶157[93]
Civilian Police Sergeant
Shot twice in the leg
24
John Pagel[102]
Specialist
Shot through his left arm; bullet traveled into left side of his chest
25
Dayna Ferguson Roscoe[87]:66, ¶142[103]
Specialist
Shot in the arm, shoulder, and thigh
26
Christopher H. Royal[87]:66, ¶143[88]
Chief Warrant Officer
Started a nonprofit foundation called "32 Still Standing" to raise money to support the survivors.[104]
27
Randy Royer[105]
Major
Shot in the arm and leg
28
Jonathan Sims[87]:66, ¶144[106]
Specialist
Shot in the chest, back
29
George O. Stratton, III[87]:67, ¶145[88]
Specialist
Shot in the shoulder
30
Patrick Zeigler[92]
Staff Sergeant
Shot in the left shoulder, left forearm, left hip, and left side of head
31
Miguel A. Valdivia[87]:67, ¶146[107]
Sergeant
Shot in the right thigh and left hip
32
Thuan Nguyen[98]
Staff Sergeant
Shot in the thigh




NAMES OF THOSE WHO RUSHED THE SHOOTER (need complete list)
CPT John Paul Gaffaney
PA (CW 4) Michael Cahill, US Army Retired
SPC Logan Burnett

NAMES OF THOSE WHO RECEIVED AWARDS AT THE UNVEILING OF THE MEMORIAL – 5 November 2010
On the first anniversary of the Fort Hood Massacre, 5 November 2010, 52 Soldiers and military civilians received awards for their bravery and heroic actions during the shooting rampage. (We need a complete list):

CPT John Gaffaney – Soldier’s Medal (posthumous)
Army Award for Valor – Michael Cahill, US Army Retired (posthumous)
Secretary of the Army Award for Valor – Kimberly Munley
                                        Mark Todd

In a matter of seconds, those of us undergoing processing for deployment or redeployment from the combat theater of operations witnessed heroism of epic proportions, as 



those who wore the uniform stampeded headlong into danger, their own lives rendered entirely meaningless. 

This was our Valley of Death, a charge into the slaughter and certain death. This was about saving the very lives of our friends, rescuing those laying in waste at the hands of a madman, those who had long since become bonded as family. It is in times of war that little else matters than the salvation of those who will always have your back, as you will have theirs, regardless of any and all other considerations….and we would do so as our solemn oath. It is essential that we pay tribute, with great reverence, to those whose lives were so unnecessarily lost and whose absence remains so painfully noted, as well as to those 
exceptional and courageous individuals who, without hesitation, were so willing to make that same sacrifice.

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends”. John 15:13

Kathy Platoni, Psy.D.
COL (RET), US Army
Survivor, Fort Hood Massacre

Ray Scurfield, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, University of Southern Mississippi
Veteran, War in Vietnam



